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WHILE MANY LUXURY MOTORYACHT BUILDERS CLAIM to “customize,”
the fact is, most “custom” changes are only cosmetic. However, the
boats from Hargrave Custom Yachts truly live up to the company’s

name.

Hargrave gives buyers a wide
range of choices, from interior decor
to deck layout. The reason for this
may lie in the fact that 40 years ago,
Hargrave began as a design firm.
Building yachts grew out of that, as
a natural progression.

Each vessel that comes from the
Hargrave yards is as unique as its

» owner. A case in point is the Hargrave
94 Capri Skylounge Motoryacht we
tested for this month’s sea trial.

Carissima is the first of Hargrave’s
94-foot Capri line, a tri-deck design
with an enclosed bridge. At 94 feet,
8 inches in overall length and with a

20-foot beam, Carissima’s predomi-
nant feature is its spaciousness.
Everything on board is done well,
because there is room to do it with-
out compromise.

CONVERSATION CENTER

The main deck has three distinct
living areas, plus space for sitting and
sunning on the foredeck. The aft deck
is completely covered and can be fit-
ted with a dining table to seat 10, as
on Carissima.

Moving forward, the saloon takes
up approximately one third of the
main deck. At the center is a con-

versation area with facing three-
place settees and a pair of chairs. A
low cabinet forward of the grouping
conceals a Sony 42-inch plasma
screen television. What’s remarkable
is that wherever you are in the saloon,
there’s an open, spacious feeling.
Forward and to port of the conver-
sation area is a dining area that seats
six. In the aft port corner, you'll find
a bar with four stools. Nearby is an
open spiral staircase that provides
access to the decks above and below.
It’s just abaft a powder room-style day
head.

Storage cabinets are placed along
the bulkheads, under the windows on
each side. All of the cabinetry is craft-
ed of high-gloss cherry, with lacewood
accents.

Carissima’s gourmet galley is as
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complete as you can find afloat. The
abundant counterspace includes a
convenient center island. There is a
side-by-side upright refrigerator/freez-
er, as well as two undercounter draw-
er-type units.

The appliance lineup includes a
cooktop, a micro-
wave oven, a dish-
washer and a trash
compactor. There’s
even an under-
counter wine cooler.

To top it off, this
is an “eat-in” galley.
U-shaped lounge
seating, forward,
comfortably accom-
modates up to six
adults, who can
either enjoy watching
the chef’s activities or
take in a panoramic

An Inside Look |

TESTER'S OPINION: “Besides the abundance of space on board, everywhere | looked on
Carissima, | could see the quality. It was there in everything from the helm instrumentation
and electronics to the galley appliances and head fittings. The workmanship was of equal
stature, from the high-gloss woodwork to the richness of the fabrics and upholstery.The hard-
est part about buying a boat like this would be deciding on exactly how you’d like to make it
your own.”

view of the water.

The lower deck of
the Hargrave 94 can
be configured to suit
your own personal
needs, with your
choice of stateroom
layouts. Our test
boat, Carissima, pro-
vides four staterooms
amidships and two
more forward, for
crew. Total sleeping
accommodations
include berths for up
to 14 adults — with-
out even opening a
convertible settee.

Because of the
abundant space
aboard, each state-
room on Carissima
has its own head
and walk-in hanging
locker.

The full-beam
master stateroom
provides his and hers
lavatories, separated
by a large shower. A
settee is to starboard
and a dressing area
with vanity is to port.

The two center
staterooms each pro-
vide twin berths,

CLOCKWISE, FROM THE TOP: The layout
of the Hargrave 94 is entirely owner-
customizable. There are three living
areas in Carissima, the Hargrave Sea
tested — including an area with a bar
and four stools. The galley is well
appointed and, like the rest of the
Hargrave, has an open layout, as well as
abundant counter space. The saloon has
plenty of seating and a 42-inch Sony
plasma television. Sleeping accommo-
dations include berths for up to 14 and
the master stateroom has separate his
and hers lavatories on both sides of a
large shower. A dining area on the

aft deck can be fitted with a table to
seat 10.
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along with a fold-down bunk.

The crew quarters, located in the
forward part of the lower deck, are
entered from the galley area. They
include a seating and dining area,
along with two staterooms and a
shared head.

Yacht designer J.B. Hargrave, the
company’s founder, knew the impor-
tance of keeping a crew comfortable
and content. That tradition contin-
ues in all Hargrave designs.

VIEW FROM THE TOP
Carissima has one of the largest

yacht, even for a boat of this size.
Hargrave’s designers allowed for addi-
tional outdoor entertainment space
on the upper deck. Storage for two
personal watercraft and an inflatable
tender notwithstanding, there’s room
aft for U-shaped lounge seating around
a table and a barbecue grill on the
boat deck.

The 94’s skylounge is its crown-
ing glory. It provides a spectacular view
while under way and offers spacious
comfort and convenient amenities.
Carissima has an L-shaped lounge
on the skylounge’s port side, with a
refreshment bar just forward of it. To
starboard, there’s a comfortable sin-
gle lounge chair with an ottoman for
the owner.

The centerline captain’s chair
faces an impressive array of elec-
tronics and controls at the helm.
Carissima is outfitted with the latest
Raymarine navigation electronics,
including radar, a chart plotter,
GPS and a VHF radio.

A pair of Samsung 17-inch
color LCD monitors dominates
the helm console. In conjunc-
tion with an onboard Concord
computer, these monitors dis-
play Raymarine’s Raytech nav-
igation software, along with
engine and system monitoring
information. What's more, they
double as television receivers,
to keep skylounge guests enter-
tained on long passages.

HEAD TRIP — The abundance of space on board the Hargrave 94 means that traditionally smaller
areas, such as the head, are transformed into works of art. Each stateroom on Carissima, has its own
head and walk-in hanging locker.

upper decks I've seen on a motor-

QUIET POWER

~ Carissima is powered by a pair of
1,400 hp Caterpillar 3412 diesels, the
largest engine package Hargrave offers.
Hargrave makes no claims of build-
ing the fastest yacht in its class; how-
ever, it provides a supremely com-
fortable and stable ride.

We tested this 94-footer off Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida on a late summer
day. There was enough of a chop dur-
ing our sea trial to get a feel for how
this boat would handle in rough water.

Straight-line tracking was excel-
lent, as was turn stability. Going
through a figure eight, there was no
heeling, even when the wheel was hard
over,

This nimble Hargrave could turn
in a circle less than two boat lengths’
diameter. Of course, when the going
gets rough, you can always turn on
the Naiad stabilizers to smooth out
the ride.

The 3412 Cats power Carissima
to a top speed of just over 22 knots.
Our test boat carried 3,360 gallons of
fuel — an optional 1,160 gallons above
the standard tankage. At an eco-
nomical 14-knot cruise speed, you can
travel over 1,000 nautical miles before
needing to refuel.

While under way, the sound level
inside the skylounge was so quiet, the
engines were practically unnoticeable.
We had to go belowdecks to the mas-
ter stateroom, which is located just
forward of the engine room, before
we could even hear any machinery
sounds.

With a motoryacht like the
Hargrave 94, the possibilities are end-
less. Michael Joyce, president of
Hargrave Custom Yachts, summed it
up well when he told us, “This boat
is a good example of our capability.
Other builders use words like ‘custom
boat’ and what they really mean is
they’ll change the carpets or drapes
and move some furniture around.”

Joyce explained that if a customer
wants to alter the dimensions or deck
plans, Hargrave can handle it.

“We can make changes. That’s our
niche in the market.” @

@ CONTACT: HARGRAVE CUSTOM YACHTS, FT.
LAUDERDALE, FL 33315; (954) 463-0555;
WWW.HARGRAVE-USA.COM
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